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Due Sunday oct7

COM 2416-01 The Holocaust
 Dr. Zimmerman, Instr. 
  Fall 2018  
WEBQUEST 5 
Armenian Genocide
Name: (Write your Name)

Content Directions:

When you have completed the assignment, email to the instructor, miriam@ndnu.edu as an attached Microsoft Word file, Miriam@ndnu.edu by midnight, Friday, October 5, 2018. Do not skip class to finish this paper. If you cannot complete it by midnight, send me an email request for an extension. 
Note: “Shoah” is the Hebrew word for “Holocaust”; the two words, “Holocaust” and “Shoah” are used interchangeably in this assignment and throughout the semester.
1. (10 points) The Armenian Genocide of 1915 is regarded as the first modern genocide of the 20th Century. Watch this five-minute video. https://youtu.be/8WlN7BQrrYg  (5 min.) Peter Jennings, ABC News.

What is an overt link between the Shoah and the Armenian Genocide? 

The link between these two historical events is the treatment that the Armenian population faced. During this time, the people were ravaged by health issues, murder, hunger and being robbed of their belongings. The processes of murdering these people were done through vicious acts. This led to the death of millions of people This massacre is also characterized by forcing of the Armenian community out of their communal land, simply to put it, Deportation. This was a similar situation to the situation in Shoah.
2. (10 points) Browse to http://www.armeniangenocidemuseum.org/#dn
the Armenian Genocide online museum. Click on “Explore the story”; scroll down. As you read this history, click on at least one survivor’s video. 
Reflection question; no right or wrong answer. Identify the survivor. What are your thoughts after listening to the survivor’s story and learning his/her history?
The Survivors name is Sam Kadorian.
Listening to this story, the thought on the level of hostility that this particular group faced came across my mind. It is undeniably inhumane for people to be treated this way, in addition to this, the thought of gender bias is also portrayed when the survivor says that the boy had to be dressed like a girl so that the soldiers could not recognize him. 
3. (15 points) Explore the Genocide Education Project at this link: https://genocideeducation.org/
Read the essay on the “Armenian Genocide” page, on this webpage:
https://genocideeducation.org/background/brief-history/
Reflect on additional information you learned about the Armenian Genocide. 
a. What was of interest to you about this history?
The main point of interest while reading this story was to identify and understand the main reason for this genocide. This includes the cause of this massacre of genocide and the justifications that the Young Turks held while grossly murdering people. 
b. What are three to five questions you have about this genocide?
1. Did the Armenian people have their own means or troops to defend themselves against?
2. Prior to conversing with the Turkish authorities, what attempts to was made to save the Armenians by the American Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire?
3. Why were the sentences of the perpetrators during the genocide not delivered?
4. Did the Turkish authorities achieve what they deemed to after committing the genocide?
4. (15 points) Watch the 13-minute video, “An Armenian Journey,” produced by the Genocide Education Project; used with permission. 
https://youtu.be/xzTpuXVgOEU (13 min.)
a. Why did the Turks want to destroy the Armenians?

The Turks wanted to form a homogeneous empire that consisted of only their community members. The Armenian people in this context were hindering this move, therefore the Turkish Authorities organized to get rid of them through murder and deportation.
b. Why should students of the Holocaust also study the Armenian genocide? 

It will help the students understand the genocide while correlating the circumstances under which these genocides occurred. In addition to this, students will understand why the Holocaust was conducted the way it was done. This is made possible through studying the Armenian Genocide.
5. (10 points) View the map of the Armenian genocide here:
http://www.armenian-genocide.org/map-full.html
a. Where is Armenia? Describe the geographical location of some of the routes of the genocide.
Present-Day Armenia is bordered to the west by Turkey, to the north by Georgia and to the East by Azerbaijan. Before the Genocide, the community extended to the parts currently belonging to turkey, which were bordered by the Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea.
Some of the common routes of transportation were from Sivas, which was next to the black sea to the interior camps in Mamuret Ul Aziz which formed as a pickup point for the deportees to other places. Marat to the south of the empire also acted as a point of destination to the deportees while others were forced out of the empire through The black sea 
b. What were all the means of murder that the Turks employed? You might need to consult other reputable websites to answer this question completely. If so, include the URL of the websites you cite in your answer.
The forms of murder employed included Transporting the deportees along long stretches of desert until they dropped dead, starving the Armenians was also a major form of murder. In addition to this, Armenian leaders were Hanged, other people were slaughtered while men were stripped of their clothes and personal valuables and dumped into the river to die.
Information Obtained from (https://www.sciencespo.fr/mass-violence-war-massacre-resistance/fr/document/diyarbekir-1915-1916-young-turk-mass-killings-provincial-level )
6.  (20 points) Reflection question; no right or wrong answer. In your own mind, compare the Armenian Genocide with what you have learned about the Shoah. Reflect on the possible human impulses and feelings that give rise to genocide. How would you describe these impulses and feelings? Why do you think humans continue to wage genocide? 

Based on the Armenian Genocide, the idea to orchestrate and execute a genocide is highly influenced by the need and thirst for more dominance. For instance, the genocide in Armenia was fueled by the need of the Turkish authorities to establish a homogeneous empire.

The need to establish such empires gave the rise to the idea of evacuating the unwanted community. Based on this scenario, then the impulse to achieve more power and dominance within particular geographical region or community is the main contributing factor to the occurrence of genocide.

It is because of the above-mentioned reasons that people and communities at large continue to carry on genocide. This is because it leads them to believe that it is only through the genocide that such desired power and situations can be achieved.
7. (20 points) View the 7 min. documentary about the preservation and return of an Armenian bible: https://youtu.be/OnmKa1OJEFk  
a. At the Province Center program on Nov. 2, one of the guest speakers will be Roxanne Makasdjian, a third generation Armenian Genocide survivor, whose family preserved this bible. After watching the video about Ms. Makasdjian’s family, list three questions you have about which you would like to learn more or gain greater clarity. Be prepared to ask Ms. Makasdjian at least one of these questions. 
1. Has the Armenian culture evolved over the recent years since the Genocide?
2. What are the Steps taken to ensure that the teachings of this bible are passed on the coming generations? Besides preserving it in the museum.
3. Based on the Stories from Grandmother, what was the most negative impact of the genocide? in relation to the present day Armenia.
b. [No right or wrong answer.] Reflect on your learning from this video. In your reflection, you might consider all the human actions it took to preserve and return this bible. You might answer the following questions as part of your reflection: what does it take for a culture to survive genocide? How do individual actions matter? Why should an individual care about what happens to their neighbors?
Cultural preservation forms an important part in ensuring the existence of a particular culture in the future. It takes a combination of trust, personal respect to one’s culture and a drive to preserve the culture. For instance, Makasdjian narrates how her grandmother was trusted to keep the bible secure during the genocide. Based on this narrative, individual care and respect for their own culture play a key role in ensuring that a particular aspect of culture is preserved to be passed on to the coming generations.
8. (No points, but points deducted for not answering authentically) Feedback:
a. Which question did the most to further your understanding of genocide?
Question Number Six provided an opportunity to understand and described the fueling factor in engaging in genocide. though this, as a student, I am able to employ my analyzing skills of the conditions that favored this genocide and a conclusive deduction.
b. Which question would you delete? Why?
I would delete the question on the main means of murder (Question Number 5b).
In my own opinion, the study of genocide should focus on the main reasons for its occurrence, given the fact that genocides display a wide array of violation of basic human rights. The means of death for these people is merely a point of interest. Instead, the study should focus on the basic human rights and injustices associated with this particular genocide.
c. What would you add to improve this assignment?

What were the basic human rights violated during this Genocide?
